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One of our major concerns as Tae Kwon Do instructors has to do with whether our students misuse what they learn in the Do Jang.  During interview sessions this is a main topic of conversation and many parents have witnessed the role playing that we use in an effort to get a feel for a prospective student's predisposition to violent behavior or his/her understanding of what self-defense means.

The movie industry and television have generated a stigma that gives a bad impression of what martial arts really represent.  Some schools also contribute to this image through teaching techniques and lack of moral guidance that are more apt to developing thugs than balanced individuals equipped with self-defense knowledge and techniques.

The Tenets, Student Pledge, Student Oath and Ethical Rules constitute minimal standards for moral and ethical guidance of students in a martial arts environment.  Adults usually have no problem grasping these concepts, but children need assistance.  Parents are thus partners in Tae Kwon Do training since, as instructors, we rely on their efforts in helping their children learn these precepts.  We certainly don't want students to learn words void of meaning or simply meet oral requirements for promotion to the next rank.

Simply learning about morality or ethics does not make us moral or ethical.  Just as church attendance does not make a Christian.  We must persevere to find applications for the spirit of Tae Kwon Do in our life at large.  As such we better our Selves and consequently become more valuable contributors to our families, friends, and society. 
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So, the next time that we read the Ethical Rules or recite the Tenets, let's think about what they mean, how they've influenced our lives and in what manner we may improve our life.

Finally, we ask that all students be vigilant.  Not only should we stand up in the face of injustice, but we must also watch that fellow students do not stray from their duty to not misuse Tae Kwon Do.

Train hard and the rewards will be manifold!

Alan J. Weston, Ph.D.

The following is our current schedule:

	Monday, Wednesday, Friday
	5:30-6:30 p.m.
	Children 

	
	6:30-7:30
	Adults

	Tuesday, Thursday
	5:30-6:30
	Beginners

	
	6:30-7:30
	Intermed. & Adv.

	Saturday
	10:30-11:45 a.m.
	All





Please take note of the following future events.  In parallel with the Interschool Tournament that we host annually in Marion (for students in the region), Master Chai also hosts an Interschool Tournament for students around Lafayette.  Students in Illinois are not obligated to attend this event, but are more than welcome.  This is an opportunity to attend a friendly tournament and gain valuable experience as Interschool Tournaments are restricted to schools affiliated with Master Chai.  For more information regarding this tournament, please ask one of your instructors.

Upcoming Events:

	Date
	Time
	Event/Location

	Dec. 5, 1998
	11 a.m.
	Chai Tae Kwon Do Interschool Tournament -- Lafayette, Indiana

	Dec. 12, 1998
	1 p.m.
	St. Jude Children's Research Hospital Fundraiser

	Dec. 19, 1998
	1 p.m.
	4th 1998 Promotion Test


Holiday Schedule:

	1998
	

	Nov. 25-28
	No Classes (Thanksgiving)

	Dec. 23-26
	No Classes (Christmas)

	
	

	1998-1999
	

	Dec. 31-Jan. 2
	No Classes (New Year)


Our fundraising for St. Jude Children's Research Hospital has become an annual event.  In the past we've hosted Kick-A-Thon's as well as Break-A-Thon's in varying formats.  This year the theme will again be a Break-A-Thon with the following format.

· Each participant can use up to five boards.

· Breaks of any kind can be performed; i.e., multiple breaks with different target boards or power breaks with multiple boards.

· Participants must preregister their breaking scheme and the number of boards desired by December 7.

This event will be open to the public, so feel free to invite anyone.  We'll be breaking a lot of boards and making a lot of noise.  This is meant to be a fun time and to let students try things that they never have before.  We hope that fun will be had by all.  Let's break our record of  $2,400 raised last year.

As reported in Newsletter 15, here is a reminder regarding promotion test requirements:






Promotion Schedule

	From
	To
	Minimum # of Lessons
	Minimum Duration

	2nd Dan
	3rd Dan
	400
	3 years

	1st Dan
	2nd Dan
	200
	2 years

	Cho Dan Bo
	1st Dan
	80
	6.5 months

	Black Tip II
	Cho Dan Bo
	45
	4.5 months

	Black Tip I
	Black Tip II
	45
	4.5 months

	Red Belt
	Black Tip I
	35
	3.5 months

	Red Tip
	Red Belt
	35
	3.5 months

	Blue Belt
	Red Tip
	30
	3 months

	Blue Tip
	Blue Belt
	30
	2.5 months

	Green Belt
	Blue Tip
	25
	1.5 months

	Green Tip
	Green Belt
	25
	1.5 months

	Yellow Belt
	Green Tip
	20
	1.5 months

	White Belt
	Yellow Belt
	20
	1.5 months


Students need to understand that beyond the time requirements are training requirements.  Many a student, having been absent for a long duration or training irregularly, has come to us a week or two prior to a promotion test inquiring about promoting.  This obviously goes against the grain of our objectives.  We are not in the business of promoting all students according to the duration of their tenure.  These minimum lesson and time duration requirements are designed to ensure that all students have met minimum attendance standards.  

Quote of the Season:

"You should always be careful when reading books about health.  Otherwise you might die of a misprint."
Mark Twain
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